THE RETREAT OF BRITAIN

the War as when she occupied the Rhineland and
France objected* And that partly explained the next
chapter.

Thus far the three great 'have-not' states, two of
them European states, had been winning all along
the line, mainly at the cost of the strategic position
of Great Britain* Japan had conquered great pro-
vinces in China, Italy had won for herself an Empire
in a few months, 4in the face of everybody and every-
thing', Mussolini proclaimed, though in fact nobody
had been resisting him with any energy. He had
established himself, as we have seen, in an enormously
strong position in the Eastern Mediterranean; was in
a position to straddle the Suez Canal, to threaten two
thousand miles of British frontier. . * *
But meantime, while Japan and Italy were thus
carving out their destiny by their Virile might' what
was the mightiest of all three 'have-not* states, the one
which had proclaimed more loudly than any the
doctrine of expansion by the sword, able to show in
the way of new territory or tangible booty?
Just nothing at all. For Germany no Abyssinias,
no Manchurias, and clamours for return of colonies
were being met by blank refusal. Could Italy then be
permitted to exploit the Spanish situation alone?
The answer to that indicates why German armies
are in Spain and German commanders applying to
ancient Basque cities the principles of 'frightfulness'